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MINT DIRECTOR’S PRONOUNCEMENTS: The President’s Message & 


Dear NCNA Members: 


As I type this Message, I am packing my bags for the Central States convention in Saint Louis. 
When I return, I hope to review a survey of coin dealers interested in doing a coin show at the Pleasanton 
Hilton Hotel. Lots of time and energy has gone into planning a Nor-Cal V, and we are learning that hotels 
do not give-a-damn what kind of trade show that you are putting-on. The hotels are only worried about 
booking rooms, lots of rooms, and selling food, lots of food. Once you book enough rooms and sell 
enough food the hotels then begin to give you some of the fringe benefits, i.e., complimentary rooms, lower 
charges for room rentals, etc. 


My staff wants to make our Nor-Cal V affordable to all, the hotel or site, our Association, the 
public, and the coin dealers, and our Association would like to make a little money for its treasury. The past 
couple of Nor-Cals have made some little money, but not enough profit worth the effort put into producing 
the show. 


My dream is to locate a convention facility in the San Francisco north bay area, so we do not have 
to compete with the Santa Clara Convention Center. San Francisco venue would be nice; but, with the 
labor contracts involved, it makes San Francisco impossible to pull-offa show. I would like to have a 
seventy-five to one hundred table bourse. But then, I could be dreaming. 


We do have a couple of sites in mind, and we are working on securing our date for the last 
weekend in July 2004. If you know ofa possible site, and would like to give me the facts about it, my staff 
would working immediately in arranging a possible next Nor-Cal. Call me at 925-825-0649 or e-mail me 


at xsteamerx@aol.com. 


Oh, before I forget, don’t forget nominations for our Association’s ‘Miller Medal’ come due by 
June 30th. It would be nice to again bestow our Association’s esteemed honor upon a most deserving 
northern California numismatist. Do you know of someone? Submit your written nomination. Thanks. 


CO CSSSSSHSHOHOSHEHSHHSHOSHSHSSSHEHSHHSHHSHSHHHHHSHSHHSHSHHHEHHHEHHHHEHSHHHSHHHEHEHHEHHHHHHHHHEESD 
J THE MINTMASTER’S QUILL: An Editor’s Prerogative 
My Friends, 


Some months ago, at one of my numerous obligated gatherings, namely the monthly board meeting of the Vaca 
Valley Federal Credit Union (VVFCU), Your Editor, doing and performing two jobs simultaneously and as usual, was 
addressing publicity mailing envelopes for the Fairfield Coin Club while following the Credit Union’s Board discussions 
and decisions. He was contributing his comments and thoughts, being the Chairperson of the Credit Union’s Supervi- 
sory Committee. As the meeting concluded, the President did object to him doing another chore, quite bluntly and quite 
candidly, to which the Treasurer retorted, quite quickly and openly, that ‘we are all volunteers’. 


‘We are all volunteers’. The words ring. The words speak volumes. The words are the truth. 


It is easy, so easy, to forget that our hobby, like so many other avocations, rests on the time, toil, and tribula- 
tions burden by ‘volunteers’. In fact, save the few professional paid staff at the American Numismatic Association 
(ANA) headquarters or some partially stipend other positions, our hobby---this hobby of kings and king of hobbies--- 
is strictly volunteer, much like the La Honda, California Volunteer Fire Company, or countless others. 


Yes, the President was correct to question me doing two chores, which was not interfering with the progress or 
agenda of the business and issues at hand, and the Credit Union’s Treasurer was also correct: ‘we are all volunteers’. 


We must never forget that ‘volunteers’ are just that: they receive no compensation nor are contracted or paid. 
They just step-up to the plate and just take their swing at the pitch. Ifa home-run is hit, then great. If it is just a tip to first 
base, then so be it. ‘Volunteers’ are just that: they sacrifice their energy, enthusiasm, and effort and ask and receive 
nothing in return. They come from the bench and rush as best as possible. If it is a touchdown, then great. If it is just a 
cS few yards, then so be it. We cannot demand nor compel more. 


The newsletters and bulletins that Your Editor receives from across our United States and Canada are filled with 
the names of ‘volunteers’. Some good, some damn good, and some double damn good, and some, well, not so good. But, 
that is the nature of ‘volunteers’. 


Wouid you want our hobby to be professional and paid? Would you want to become the job or career which 
our hobby offers escape? Would you want to be standardized, all the same? 


The great asset of our hobby is the diversity, differences, and dynamics created by these ‘volunteers’. What is 
done here in my hometown, with the Vallejo (California) Numismatic Society, is not the same as the respected San Jose 
(California) Coin Club, and it should be that way. Each ‘volunteer’ adds---not substracts, it is hoped---and enligthens the 
vitality, variety, and voices of our hobby. Each ‘volunteer’ makes that most mundane change of our pockets or holes in 
our albums or Chinet tableware at a potluck or taping-down extension cords for bourse dealer lights at a coin show come 
alive, alive with fellowship and fraternity. 


‘Volunteers’ are the difference and deciding factor. They are our hobby. ‘Volunteers’ are the foundation and 
facilitators. They are our hobby. ‘Volunteers’ are the success and survival. They are our hobby. 


Thousands---nay, tens of thousands---of words can be preached and editorialized. Thousands---nay, tens of 
thousands---of names can be itemized and recognized. Each evening and day across these United States and Canada, 
without fanfare or gain, those ‘volunteers’ come together, as if by magic or some invisible hand, and our hobby comes 


together, if for no reason than as the Credit Union’s Treasurer, in tribute and in testimony, rebutted, ‘we are all 
volunteers’. 


Edito : 
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GOLD MINER DIGGINGS: NCNA News and Happenings € 
Next Board of Directors Meeting 


As this May Issue is being prepared, no date nor site has been announced for the Association’s Board of 
Directors Meeting; however, it is anticipated that the Board might or could be gathering sometime during 
August or September, possibly at and during the Fremont (California) Coin Club’s Show, either August 16 or 
17, 2003, or at the Fairfield (California) Coin Club’s Show, September 14, 2003. Neither is for sure. Notices 
would be reported to Board Members. Inquiries may be our Association’s President at 915-825-0649 or 


xsteamerx(@aol.com. 

Club Delegates 

As provided by our Association’s Bylaws, each Member Club is entitled, and encouraged, to have a voting 
representative at our Association’s Board of Directors. If a Coin Club has yet to select a Club Delegate---the 


manner of selection is the respective local coin club’s choice---please do so. Relay the name(s) to the 
Association at ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’. 7 


Club Services 


It has been a few years, like 1999, since there was an itemized listing of some of the services available from 
the Northern California Numismatic Association (NCNA) to its Club Members. Reminded: 


EXHIBIT RIBBONS The Association maintains a supply of nice generic exhibit/award ribbons, free to 
any local coin club and its show, for exhibit presentations. These ribbons are simply worded in the standard 
colors, as blue for First Place, and most suitable for ‘at-show’ display. These are free. One set, of First 
through Fourth, is available upon request. 

Contact: MIKE STANLEY, 925-825-0640 or xsteamerx@aol.com. 


COIN SHOW SCHEDULE _ The Association’s most commonly used service and one going back more 
than twenty years is its periodic ‘Coin Show Schedule’. An adequate supply is free for distribution at local 
coin club shows. Needless to say, it is imperative that local coin club’s announce show particulars in-advance 
and inform our Association, and also, requests must give time for printing and mailing to a designated address. 
Again, these are free upon request, not automatic. 

Contact: FRED G van den HAAK, ‘PO Box 6848, Palo Alto, California, 943206-0484’. Note: Please 
write to this post office box directly, not the Association’s Vallejo, California post office box. 


COIN SHOW TODAY The Association’s newest service is the availability of three large canvas 
material directional signs, which read in bold large red letters, ‘COIN SHOW TODAY’. These can be 
borrowed; but, due to the size, and cost, the borrowing coin club must guarantee the return. Pickup, return, 
and care are the obligation of the borrowing local coin club, and failure to return or return in condition 
received would result in charges being assessed. Now, there is one major disadvantage to these signs: one 
has to come to Vallejo/Benicia, California, 780 Mini Storage, to get and to return. Sorry About That. Related 
to this service is that the Association does have a supply of electrical extension cords and boxes for loan too, 
again free. But, these, too, have to be picked-up at and returned to 780 Mini Storage. 

Contact: MICHAEL S. TURRINI, ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410’ or 
EMPERORI@juno.com or stanyrbk@vusd.solanocoe.K12.ca.us. 


(4) Continued On Page 10 


eh BRANCH MINT REPORTS: Club News and Happenings 


Hello! Well, Here We Go Again! Another ‘Branch Mint Report’! One of the assets of NCNA HEADS 
AND TALES these past two-plus decades has been this column acting as a record, promotion, and history of 
the local coin clubs here in the greater northern California region. It is of the success and satisfaction of and 
by NCNA HEADS AND TALES: a chance to mention the names---sadly, now, some gone to that other 
coin club up in the sky---that make and continue to make our hobby where is it matters most: the local coin 
club. Enjoy Reading. 


GOLD COUNTRY COIN CLUB It has been some years since a new local coin club has 
been launched or begun here in our area. MAURICE O. ORTIZ, JR., as Founding President, began late last 
year the ‘Gold Country Coin Club’, based in Arnold, California, which is definitely in the Gold Rush country. 
The Club’s meets on the Third Wednesday, at Round Table Pizza, in Amold, California, and has attracted 
members from as far as Vallejo, California---guess who?---and Florida, the Sunshine State. Information on 
the Club may be contacted at ‘PO Box 6265, Arnold, California, 95223-6265’ or telephone to ‘209-795- 
6656’. Best Wishes To Our Newest Local Coin Club! 


RENO COIN CLUB Not so far away as the crow flies, is our neighbors, in the Silver State, and 
our friends, the Reno Coin Club. The April 2003 RENO CARTWHEEL announced a new Editor, PAUL 
WILLILAMS, who replaced DAN WATERMAN, who served as its Editor for eight years. Mr. WILL- 
IAMS, originally from our own San Francisco Bay Area, has lived in Reno, Nevada since 1989, where he is 
a soon-to-retire air traffic controller at the Reno/Tahoe International Airport. His speciality is American 
Western history. Good Luck, PAUL! The March 11, 2003 RCC meeting heard KEN HOPPLE, from the 
‘a Nevada State Museum, who is the Museum’s Press Operator. He reported that the Museum’s famous press 
is now “used for commemoratives such as the upcoming Reno (Nevada) Centennial One Dollar”, and he 
noted that “over four hundred (400) old Mint dies have been found buried on the Museum’s grounds and 
many have been restored by soaking in WD-40 for four to six weeks to remove a century of rust and age”. 


STANISLAUS COUNTY COIN CLUB Going West from the Silver State, the next local 
club to report is in Modesto, California, the Stanislaus County Coin Club. Its new President RASHA C. 
ROBINSON was happy to announce that SCCC Member TONYA SOUSA accepted the vacant Corre- 
sponding Secretary’s position. He was also extremely happy that SCCC Members, ROBERT ‘Dancing Bob’ 
SAMUEL and PATTY PARMLEY announced their engagement at the Club’s on February 26, 2003, and at 
this same meeting, Past President and Club booster, DOUG DANIELS coordinated a Coin Quiz, which had 
two adult winners, DAVE WILLIS and BOB SAMUEL, and the “Junior Prize of a complete set of coin 
trading cards was split between JOSHUA HALL and IRVING CHEN. JOSHUA HALL conceded his share 
to the win so that these Cards would not have to be split. Thanks, JOSHUA!”. 


VISALIA COIN CLUB The Club held a special Show ‘n Tell at its February 25, 2003 meeting which 
these participants, who shared and added more than just a short story, in fact over half the attendance 
participated: PHIL PLETTNER, Conder Tokens, DENNIS OLSWANG, Encased Coins, RUTH PHILLIPS, 
her article in the California State Numismatic Association’s (CSNA) CALCOIN NEWS, DAVE SHANKEL, 
Type Set, BILL FEBUARY, Redfield Dollar, and others, who were not mentioned. VCC Editor reminds us 
Californians how lucky we are with weather: “Just thank your lucky-stars that you do not have to contend 
with the type of weather they, Easterners, are experiencing on the East Coast! I know what it is like to live 
é there, being born and raised in New Jersey. After four years of college in Iowa, where the weather is pretty 
awful there too, I returned to New Jersey and worked in New York City for seven years before moving to 
California. I know, first hand, about shoveling two feet of snow before trying to get to work! We, Californians, 
take our good weather too much for granted”. G) 


LIVERMORE VALLEY COIN CLUB Writes that its new 2003 Officers are: STEVEN KRAMER, 
President, ROGER NORTON, Vice-President, ERIC CAMPBELL, Vice-President, CHUCK WHITE, Vice- 
President, HOWARD KOSANKE, Historian, ROBERT OLLA, Secretary, and also LVCC’s monthly news- 
letter Editor, and TERRY GARNER, Treasurer. Yes, Folks, You Read It Right: the LVCC Has Three Vice- 
Presidents. MR. NERTON doubles as the Sergeant-at-Arms. MR. CAMPBELL acts the Youth Coordina- 
tor, and MR. WHITE serves as the Program Director. Most appropriately, KEN BARR spoke on Love 
Tokens at the Club’s February 18, 2003 meeting. At the March 18, 2003 meeting, longtime LVCC member 
TOM SCHROEDER “was presented an award plaque for his long and much appreciated service to the 
Livermore Valley Coin Club. He also received a Fifty Dollar Gift Certificate for Chili’s. Thank You, TOM, for 
all of the wonderful years of service”. 


FREMONT COIN CLUB _ Wants to NCNAers to know that its 2003 Fremont Coin Show is two-days 
this year, Saturday and Sunday, August 16 and 17, 2003, at the same site: Fremont Elks Lodge, 38991 Farwell 
Drive, Fremont, California. Your Assistant Editor, in his capacity as the Youth Numismatist Coordinator for 
our compatriot California State Numismatic Association (CSNA), intends to do a combination Youth and 
Information Table, one day of this Show. Which One? Well, We Will See. The Club’s March 25, 2003 meeting 
had two nice surprises: BO and IRIS ATKINSON stopped-by and visited, having relocated last year to the 
Beaver State, Oregon, where there is “too much rain and cold weather for IRIS”. Also JOE WARGO spoke 
on ‘Passion for Collecting’: “JOE told us about medals, tokens, and showed us several examples of art work 
in medals and related facts about the events, stories, and takes of their creation. Overall, it was a nice 
presentation, and the Club bestowed a Certificate of Appreciation for his fine presentation”. ROGER LYLES, 
the FCC’s newsletter, the DOUBLE EAGLE, preached in the April 2003 issue: “Our hobby is good for 
friendships, and can give us some quiet time, too. Coin mind trips are fun, relaxing...let us stop this nonsense 
and ‘just fill some holes’”’. 


SAN FRANCISCO COIN CLUB _ Stillis trying to locate another meeting site. The Club may have to 
change its long-standing Fourth Tuesday evening to another date. As this issue of NCNA HEADS AND 
TALES is being prepared, nothing has been decided and announced. The February 25, 2003 meeting heard 
GORDON R. DONNELL on his ‘History of Wooden Money’, while he “kept apologizing to anyone who had 
heard it before”. GORDON, Your Editor here has yet to hear it! His talk noted that the “first woods were 
tallies from Great Britain in the 1400s...the rest is known history--you see ‘em at every coin show”. 


CUPERTINO COIN CLUB Held its annual election, and the results have BILL PEAVEY, Presi- 
dent, BILL BURKE, Vice-President, CHRIS PEAVEY, Youth Vice-President, RAY NIBLETT, Recording 
Secretary, HELENA CHIEN, Corresponding Secretary, GARY ACQUISTAPACE, Treasurer, with AL LO, 
Historian: “it was Election Night [March 21, 2003], and we had some excitement when RICHARD BOS- 
TON threw his hat into the ring and challenged BILL BURKE for the office of Vice-President. After a 
rough-and-tumble, mud slinging, name calling, eye gouging battle, BILL BURKE was declared the winner 
and both candidates kissed and made-up!”. Last February 9, 2003, the CCC held its Coin Show, and the 
Exhibit Winners were: Ray Erkson Best of Show, GARY ACQUISTAPACE, ‘The Coins of British Fiji: 1934- 
1968’, First Place Adult, BRIITA EHLERS, ‘Depression Script of Oregon and Washington States’, and First 
Place Youth, ALEXANDER CHIEN, ‘Union Patriotic Civil War Tokens’. On the following Friday, February 
14, 2003, FRED DAVIS spoke on ‘Young Collector Sets’: an “interesting and informative in describing the 
ten Young Collector Sets that were issued by the United States Mints from 1993 to 1998. FRED also ex- 
plained which ones were hard to find and gave hints of where to locate these. It is a short but interesting set 
of coins”. Note: In rereading the CCC’s March 2003 COIN PRESS, two listed candidates for the vacant two 
Director’s positions were named: ‘Someone Else’ and ‘The Other Guy’. Your Editor is sure that NCNAers 
6) ‘get-the-picture’ of this appeal, which is common to many local coin clubs. 


ey ALAMEDA COIN CLUB Reports a new meeting site: ‘Veterans Building, 2203 Central, at 
Walnut, in Alameda, California’. The Club also has relocated its Coin Show to Alameda Central High School 
Gym, which is located on Central Avenue. The ACC 2003 Officers are: DAVID EVANS, President, GOR- 
DON DONNELL, Vice-President, DON BARSI, Treasurer, and BOB STURN, Secretary. At the April 8, 
2003 meeting, DAVID EVANS spoke on United States Trade Dollars. 


FRESNO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Heard at its March 11, 2003 meeting AL SHEPHERD 
speak on the ‘Journey of Lewis and Clark’: as the FNS’ monthly newsletter Editor RANDY CLIFTON 
kindly reported, “I think that we should all give thanks to AL, for taking the time out to research and put 
together the material needed, and for the intestinal fortitude that it takes to get up in front of a crowd and give 
such a worthwhile presentation. It is not as easy as it seems. Thanks again, AL, you are a credit to the 
organization”. Earlier, at the February 12, 2003 meeting, ROBERT FITZPATRICK gave “a stellar presenta- 
tion on Paper Money delivered masterly. To compliment his presentation, he brought several examples of 
currency that covered from Continental Currency to Bank Notes, Broken Bank Notes, Confederate Notes, 
the original ‘greenback dollar’ to Gold Certificates and Silver Certificates to Federal Reserve Notes. It was 
a very good presentation, to be sure. ROBERT is to be commended”. 


SACRAMENTO VALLEY COIN CLUB _ Hadits Past President MARION IMEL speak at its March 
16, 2003 meeting on ‘Do’s and Don’ ts of Coin Collecting’: “He explained how to handle coins. Plastic flips 
are for short term storage. If you are in doubt about cleaning a coin, DON’T. Place silica gel with your 
collection to remove moisture. Coins should be stored in a safe place. Check your collection often”. 


SAN JOSE COIN CLUB Heard its own KEN BARR on ‘What Do You Mean Its Been Cleaned?’ at 

a its March 12, 2003 meeting: “LARRY passed around a sheet of twenty questionable coins for the members 
to form their own opinion. He discussed dipped, cleaned, brushed, washed, whizzed, and other ways to 
reduce the value of coins”. At the Club’s earlier February 12, 2003 meeting, there were seventeen Show ‘n 
Tells: JOHN SARTI, Silver Five Cent Set, DON CRACRAFT, Somaliland and Macedonia coins and cur- 
rency, BOB THOMAS, 1877 CC Silver Dollar, BRITA EHLERS, Washington Token, MARTHA DAVIS, 
Chinese coin sets, GORDON DONNELL, a lot of items, LARRY BENSON, Two Cent Set, GWEN 
STANFORD, CC Silver Dollars, BILL BURKE, Bank of Italy and Crocker Bank notes, GARY 
ACQUISTAPACE, Canada first stamp medal, KEN BARR, 1876 Centennial Exhibition medal, JIM 
STANFORD, 1861 Quarter Eagle, CHUCK WHITE, 1962 Eva Adams Proof Set, ED SINS, Coast Counties 
wood, HOWARD WHEELER, assorted British Commonwealth coinage, AL LO, Royal Coronation medal, 
and RYAN JOHNSON, Harry Potter coins and currency. It should be noted that during this extensive show 
‘n tell, then President SALLY JOHNSON “passed-out Valentine wishes and candy to all attendees”. Was 
That A Show ‘n Tell Too? 


REDWOOD EMPIRE COIN CLUB Has been active these past months, and its February 2003 
Coin Show was another success. The most important announcement from the RECC, which is belated but 
still important, was at the January 8, 2003 meeting, longtime Treasurer HELEN L. ROBERTS, who served a 
record twenty-nine years as the RECC’s Treasurer and was compelled to at last step-down, was honored as 
‘Treasurer Emeritus’. A specially engraved walnut plaque attesting to her honorary title was presented by 
RECC President MERLE AVILA and Vice-President LEE GONG. Replacing her is ANN NOLEN. For the 
record, HELEN served twenty-nine (29) years which is a record for the RECC and certainly one for most 
any coin club. Note: For the record, and not to dismiss, HELEN’s honor, Your Editor is now in his twenty- 
eight (28th) year as the Treasurer of the Vallejo Numismatic Society. Among the various post coin show 
ip follow-ups was this short announcement: “finally, a wooden nickel was drawn from the rest of the gold ticket 
sellers, and it was GORDON DONNELL, with a One Quarter Ounce Gold Eagle”. That Is GORDON R. ‘I 
Never Win’ DONNELL, Folks! (7) 


GATEWAY COIN CLUB Special Commentary From Your Editor. Please Read. I---using e 
the first person, which I rarely do---in the twenty-plus years as Founding Editor of NCNA HEADS AND 
TALES have read something of such esteemed and character in the hundreds of newsletters as was in the 
March 2003 COINNECTIONS. Not to demean other coin clubs nor to distract from what these do, I feel 
compelled to give special recognition. In the March 2003 COINNECTIONS was a tribute, with fine short 
biographies, of the GCC’s six Life Members. JOHN HOFFMAN, the GCC’s Editor, acting on a simple 
suggestion from LILA ANDERSON, who felt that the “Life Members needed to be highlighted ‘before we 
lose track’”. These Life Members are: VINCE PERAINO, #1 RON LUND, #2, BILL JONES, #3, JOHN 
HOFFMAN, #4, F.M. ‘Doodle’ WILSON, #5, and LOUIS ‘Rocky’ ROCIOLA, #6. Reading the biographies 
and backgrounds, I came to tears. It is a testimony to these few that the Gateway Coin Club remains a 
standard for local coin clubs. A rough tabulation computed these six, with three sadly deceased, had a 
combined over hundred years of service to and in the Club, in all positions, offices, chores, and never ceasing 
and still serving. God Bless Them, and all who devote themselves to local coin clubs! 


PACIFIC COAST NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Writes that its 2003 Officers are: MICHAEL 
WEHNER, President, SARAH NORDIN, Vice-President, STEVE HUSTON, Treasurer, and HERB MILES, 
Secretary. President MICHAEL WEHNER remains also the PCNS monthly newsletter Editor. Since these 
Officers were elected and installed, the following have spoken at the Society’s monthly Fourth Wednesday 
evening meetings: January 22, 2003, PHIL NORDIN, ‘Philippine Guerilla Money of World War II’, February 
26 , 2003, GORDON DONNELL, ‘Elongated Coins’, and March 26, 2003 RICK WEBSTER, ‘Coins of the 
Gallic Empire and Postumus’. 


LIBERTY NUMISMATIC SOCIETY The headline read ‘Big Winners With The Wine Bottle’: 
“The now famous wine bottle that everyone has been contributing cents to has been raffled off to happy 
winner VINCE BATTAGLIA. There were estimates of $50.00 to $60.00 worth of Lincolns, Wheats, and 
Indian Head Cents in this bottle. LNS was the big winner also receiving $90.25 in drawing sales to support 
our Society. This has been very successful and will be continued with a different coin. The Board of Direc- 
tors asked CHRIS THOMPSON to prepare another bottle which will accept Five Cents. A nickel struck 
before 1957 is asked”. This new ‘nickel bottle’ began at the Febuary 4, 2003 meeting. Nice Idea! The LNS 
visited the Heller Aviation Museum for its April 4, 2003 meeting, which was arranged by longtime LNS 
member STU DENTON. This was a potluck event which included a private, off-hour tour of the Museum. 


DELTA COIN CLUB Our friends in Stockton, California have been active these past five months. 
Starting in January, on January 10, 2003 with its Annual Dinner. At this Dinner, the Club had a special honor 
for DEBBIE ENZMINGER, who was induced into a very unique numismatic fraternity, ‘numismatic coast- 
ers’: “DEBBIE ENZMINGER, our ‘Always-There-To-Help’ person, was awarded membership into the 
national ‘numismatic coasters’. This ‘coaster’ presented to DEBBIE was for outstanding service to our 
Club. Although having never been an elected officer, you can find her in the midst of any and all Club 
activities. She is always there to help fill any vacancy as needed”. For the first-time ever, this Annual Dinner 
was not catered at the Stockton’s Eagles’ Hall, but held at a restaurant which “was quite different not having 
plastic ware and paper plates. Yes, this was the real McCoy with a choice of main course and great appetiz- 
ers”. The only problem was that Your Editor, who the Club’s regular Master of Ceremonies at its Annual 
Dinners, forgot to bring along the various Certificates of Commendation, which were presented at a later 
meeting. At the February 28, 2003 meeting, MICHAEL S. TURRINI traveled from his home, Vallejo, Cali- 
fornia, to address the DCC with his ‘Enjoying Historic Autographs’, a talk that he has not presented in twenty 
years! He “reviewed briefly autographs teaching common terms and showing historic autographs from his 
collection. His specialty is Confederate States Cabinet Secretaries. He also had Admiral Nimitz, ‘Wells- 


Fargo’, Adoph Sutro, and the Duke of Windsor”. 
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@ PENINSULA COIN CLUB As this issue of NCNA HEADS AND TALES is being mailed, this 
Club does not yet have a new permanent, and for sure, meeting site. The kindness of longtime member and 
booster, RICHARD and PAT DOUGLAS, has open their lovely home as a temporary measure. Two pos- 
sible sites, as of the end of April 2003, are: returning to the supposedly-to-be reopened Palo Alto Elks’ Lodge 
or the JLS Middle School, which a Junior Member in the Club has contacted and arranged. Your Editor has 
a tradition of visiting and addressing PCC meetings going back many years, and being Life Member ‘#0’, he 
shared his ‘Enjoying Historic Autographs’ at the Club’s April 14, 2003 meeting. Information on the PCCs 
relocation or return may be contacted at ‘PO Box 60484, Palo Alto, California, 94306-0484’. 


DIABLO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Wow! Its monthly DIABLO DIE BREAK, under new Edi- 
tor BILL MCINTRYE, as gone to multi-pages and Sunday morning reading! He has a ‘gift-for-words’, 
witness the review of the Society’s Annual Dinner, last March 27, 2003: “our Annual Dinner was a raging 
gastronomic success. Pleasantly full tummies abounded. The food, as advertised, was very, very good, not 
just Asian. Your Editor was drafted for the Society’s Board of Directors”. Your Editor has to also credited 
him with the roster of reasons presented in the April DIABLO DIE BREAK for DNSers to donate to the 
Annual Donation Drawing held at the Society’s upcoming June 19, 2003 meeting: “Suggestions: 1. that 
duplicate you ungraded, 2. it was neat when I purchased it, 3. I won it at the drawing, 4. I thought that I would 
like this coin or banknote for a collection that did not get started, 5. it would be sure great to eat and drink, or 
6. just have a charitable spirit and cover your eyes and point, ‘Yes, that’s the one!’ Then, bring it”. The 
Society’s new Editor may be reached at jubilee@cwnet.com. The DNS did elect and install new Executive 
Officers for the 2003 term, and they are: MICHAEL S. TURRINI, President, JOHN RUSSELL, Vice- 
President, MICHAEL M. STANLEY, Secretary, and MARK CLARKSON, Treasurer. 


ee SOLANO SILVER ROUND CLUB Congratulations! This year, 2003, this Club celebrates its 
Twentieth (20th) Anniversary, 1983-2003, and at its June 12, 2003, held at famous local eatery, Pietro’s #1, 
in Vacaville, California, the Club will gather and reflect on twenty years. Members who are currently pursu- 
ing assembling and learning any and all ‘John Deere’ silver rounds: JAN HENKE, BILL BARTZ, DR. 
RODNEY W. BAKER, and BOB BELLEAU, plus HARRY DAVIS. They have discovered that no one has 
a full, confirmed set of these various ‘John Deere’ issues. Supposedly, there are a lot more ‘trackers-out- 
there’. Information on this Club may be written to ‘PO Box 3518, Fairfield, California, 94533-0518’. 
Note; Orders for this Club’s Anniversary silver round have been closed. 


FAIRFIELD COIN CLUB Held its Annual George Flannagan Memorial White Elephant Auc- 
tion at its February 26, 2003 meeting, earning the Club’s $62.00, from these donors: CHUCK LUCE, STAN 
TURRINI, JAN HENKE, ERNIE DRAKE, BOB BELLEAU, EP WALLAKER, and JOE SIROIS. STAN 
TURRINI called the Auction, with DR. RODNEY W. BAKER doing the recording, and BILL BARTZ the 
runner. At the Club’s March 26, 2003 meeting, STAN TURRINI did his ‘Counting Us’ program. With only 
twelve members present, a total of two hundred ninety-four (294) years of hobby involvement was tabulated 
along with sixty-two (62) years of membership. The extremes for these were fifty-nine (59) years of hobby 
involvement by GERALD DOHERTY and twenty-two (22) years of membership by STAN TURRINI. 
Everyone did collect United States, and everyone would class himself as a ‘coin hobbyist’. Among other 
membership, five (5) were American Numismatic Association (ANA) members, and six (6) belong to the 
local aforementioned Solano Silver Round Club (SSRC). Note: ‘Counting Us’ has been done before a few 
local northern California coin clubs, and statistics computed have given some insights to the hobby here. This 
Club also celebrates a major anniversary this year: its Thirtieth (30th), 1973-2003. By the time, this NCNA 
ap HEADS AND TALES issue is received, plans for a special dinner will have been confirmed. The next issue, 
September 2003, may present any reports; however, due to a lack of response for a design, there is no 


anniversary Commemorative medal. (9) 


w 
POCO SESS OSHO HHSC OHOSOCHH SS HHHHHO HHO OOOO HO 0888888080808 809 000088 FF 


VALLEJO NUMISMATIC SOCIETY Oops! Almost forgot the first local coin club Your 
Editor joined! Better include, or its President HARRY W. DAVIS shall ‘run-me-over’ not the coals but with 
a Greyhound bus, a full size SuperCrusier! By the time this NCNA HEADS AND TALES issue is mailed, 
this Society’s Thirty-First (31st) Annual Vallejo Coin and Collectibles Show, Sunday, May 4,2003, shall be 
history. Suffice to say, this Show is quite proud of one known fact: its bourse (coin dealer) tables have been 
‘Sold-Out’ for months and were ‘Sold-Out’ in a record eleven (11) days! Yes, Folks, Eleven Days! Credit 
MIKE STANLEY! A waiting list months in-advance! Last Saturday, February 8, 2003, the Society disposed 
of its Library, an assorted accumulation of thirty-plus years. Some facts about this disposition: there were 
twenty-three (23) registered bidders, with these two highest bidders: GERALD ‘Mr. G’s’ SINGER and 
MICHAEL S. TURRINI, respectfully $193.00 and $194.00. A total of $1260.50 was earned. Donations, in 
addition to the Library itself, were received from KRAUSE PUBLICATIONS, MIKE STANLEY, and 
STAN TURRINI. The Auctioneers were MIKE STANLEY and STAN TURRINI, with runners, BOB 
BELLEAU and HARRY DAVIS. The recorder was DR. RODNEY W. BAKER, and IRENEE CARRILLO 
was the cashier. Some prices earned included $95.00 for Walter Breen’s Half Cent Catalogue and $50.00 for 
a hard-bound deluxe set of the Standard Catalog of World Coins. The only problem was directions: coming 
east on Georgia Street is a right turn not left! ! 


AMERICAN NUMISMATIC ASSOCIATION Well, Might As Well Make An Announce- 

ment To ANA District Delegates and Club Representatives. As the Region 8, Northern California, Regional 

Coordinator, Your Editor is calling for a gathering on Sunday, September 14, 2003 during and at the Fairfield 

Coin Club’s Fourteenth (14th) Annual Fairfield Coin and Collectibles Show. This gathering, intended to coor- 

dinate and update, will meet at 11:30 PM on the Stage of the Fairfield Community Center’s main Lake Room. 

The Fairfield Community Center is located at 1000 East Kentucky, off Pennsylvania, in downtown Fairfield’s 

Civic Center. Please Attend. In addition, local coin clubs, please provide your District Delegate the updated, e& 
current, and accurate to the requested Coin Club Questionnaire. These are copied by the Regional Coordina- 

tor and then funneled through him to the Association’s national headquarters, in Colorado Springs, Colorado. 

Your cooperation would be enjoyed. . 


Continued From Page 4 


SPEAKERS Although not an organized, official service, the Association does have access to several 
speakers, all qualified and readily available, with due notice, to address local coin clubs. Presently, there is no 
listing nor roster; however, basically, several of the Executive Officers are most willing to consider invitations, 
and again, this would be in gratis, and any considerations being to the individual him or herself rather than the 
Association. Particularly, long distances or extended travel, overnight trips, might be reimbursed, in toto, or 
partially, by the Association, with decision on a ‘case-by-case’ basis. 

Contact: MICHAEL S. TURRINI, ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410", 
EMPERORI@juno.com or stanyrbk@vusd.solanocoe.K12.ca.us. 


INCLUSION Again, club medal order forms or coin show fliers and the like can be added to an NCNA 

HEADS AND TALES issue at no charge, with the understanding of ‘space-available’ and no postage weight 

increase. All that is needed is at least two hundred (200) copies delivered in advance of the Issue’s posted 

deadline date and that the coin club is an Association Club Member. 

Contact: MICHAEL S. TURRINI, ‘PO Box 4104, Vallejo, California, 94590-0410", 
EMPERORI@juno.com or stanyrbk@vusd.solanocoe.K12.ca.us. @ 


